Sect, ii     IRAQ AND THE NON-ARAB MINORITIES         151

the hereditary national leader of the Assyrian community had
returned to his people empty-handed1 from a mission upon the success
of which both he and they believed that the fate of the community
depended. Nevertheless, after his arrival at Baghdad from Geneva
on the 4th January, 1933, en route for Mosul (where he had estab-
lished his permanent residence since the exodus from Hakkiyari), he
'gave the impression, in an audience with H.M. King Faysal and in
an interview with the Prime Minister, that he was inclined to accept
the decisions of the Council. . . . From the moment of his arrival in
Mosul, however, it was clear that this was not the case.'2 What made
him change his mind was 'that he discovered on his return that the
'Iraqi Government had been busy with propaganda against him, and
had done its best to divide the Assyrians, and, further to that, had
appointed his deadliest enemy, Khoshaba, as President of the Assyrian
Advisory Settlement Committee which had been formed to help the
official Settlement Committee. The Mar Shimun thereupon set out
to try to prevent settlement as far as he could.'3 The Iraqi Govern-
ment retorted by summoning him, on the 22nd May, to return to
Baghdad iu order to talk things over with the Minister of the Interior
and with Major 1). B. Thomson, the settlement expert who had been
duly appointed by the government of 'Iraq in accordance with the
League Council'^ resolution of the 15th December, 1932, above-
quoted. It was unfortunate that, a few days after the Mar Shimun's
arrival, King Faysal, with whom the Mar Shimun had had a friendly
meeting during his short sojourn in Baghdad at the beginning of the
year, took his departure from Baghdad on a visit to Europe. The
Minister of tho Interior, in a letter addressed to the Mar Shimun on

1 For the crucial difference between, the formulas 'homogeneous group'
and 'liomotfWHHniB uuitw', see the Mar Shimun's report of the 4th August,
1933, in tho MiuntOH of the Seventy-Seventh Session of the League Council,
Part II, p. 1788.

a Royal Government of 'Iraq.: Correspondence relating to Assyrian settlement
from Uth ,7t*/, 1082, to Mb Augwt, 1933 (Baghdad, 1933, Government Press),

M.
3 Lecture delivered on the 20th January, 1934, to the Royal Central Asian

Society toy Liout.-Gol. R. S. Stafford, and published in the Society's Journal,
vol. xxi, Part II, April 1934. At the time of the tragic events of 1933, Colonel
Stafford was serving tho 'Iraqi Government as Administrative Inspector,
MORN! HiB story of the events, as given in this lecture and afterwards ampli-
fied in a book (The Tragedy of the Assyrians, London, 1935, Allen & Unwin), is
the most frank and impartial, as well as the most informative, of all the alter-
native accounts, A documented ex parte account from thec Iraqi side is offered
in the 'Iraqi Government Blue Book just quoted; a documented ex parte
statement from the Assyrian side is ofered in the Mar Shimua's Report of
the 4th Au#mt, 1933, which is printed in the Minutes of the Seventy-Seventh
Session of the League Council, Part II, pp. 1786-1818,